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Congratulations to all our students who presented posters and talks in the 19th Retreat of the Edmond J. Safra 
Center for Bioinformtics that took place on May 26-27 2025 in Ye'arim, Ma'ale Ha'chamisha. 
The posters reflect the scientific excellence, creativity, depth and breadth of the bioinformatics community at 
Tel Aviv University.
To acknowledge the work done by the students, the retreat's participants (students and PIs) reviewed the 
posters in each session, and voted for the best ones.

We are happy to announce the awardees:

Announcing the awardees of the best poster prizes 

The 19th Retreat
of the Edmond J. Safra Center
for Bioinformatics

Poster session I – 26/5/2025
First place: Thomy Margalit (Shamir & Elkon 
labs, Computer Science and AI & Medical and 
Health Sciences) 
"Robust performance of deep learning in identifying 
functional non-coding GWAS variants".

Second place: Hadas Volkov (Shomron lab, 
Medical and Health Sciences) 
"Beyond technical noise: Preliminary evidence linking 
cancer biology to cell-free DNA base quality profiles".

Tied for third place: 
Adi Ben Zvi (Stern lab, Life Sciences)
“Evolution of SARS-CoV-2 in immunocompromised 
individuals: Conditions for generation of 
dramatic novelty”.

Lihi Hacham (Borenstein lab, Computer Science 
and AI)
“Leveraging NLP embedding techniques to 
explore metagenomic data”.

Yair Shimony (Pupko lab, Life Sciences)
“Harnessing machine learning for development of 
novel approaches to control the spread of 
invasive species by marine vessels”.

Poster session II – 27/5/2025
First place: Tal Ben-Yishay (Shamir & Ben-David 
labs, Computer Science and AI & Medical and 
Health Sciences) 
"A novel HMM-based approach for detecting 
chromothripsis from copy number data".

Second place: Yael Talmor (Borenstein lab, 
Computer Science and AI) 
"Predicting future patient trajectories using EMR Data 
from the Sheba IBD cohort".

Tied for third place: 
Shiri Baum (Borenstein lab, Computer Science 
and AI) 
"Taxonomy-guided feature selection for microbiome 
cross-sectional data".

Alisa Greenberg (Borenstein lab, Medical and 
Health Sciences)
“TEMPEH: A computational framework for linking gut 
microbiome composition and function in disease” .

Congratulations!!
We are very proud of your achievements!

The Retreat Committee


